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Today’s date is 5/30/96. The time is 11:07 a.m. This is an interview with

Alain Kartuzinski concerning the Lisa McPherson investigation.
during the interview is myself (Det. Ron Sudler), Det.
Attorney Bob Johnson,
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Present

Carolyn Carrasquillo,
and Mr. Kartuzinski.

For the record Mr. Kartuzinski, can you state your
name...spell it for me...and your date of birth and
address?

So my name is Alain...A L A I N...Kartuzinski...K AR T
UZINSKTI. And I was born 4 July, 1951, in Paris,
France.

And your address now is....?
At the Quality Inn on U.S. 19.
Okay. And what is your position in the church now?

I am what is called a senior case provider.
Okay.

McPherson or have some personal knowledge of Lisa

You had an occasion to I guess meet Lisa

McPherson. Is that correct?

As much as many hundreds of other parishioners.

Okay. But you know Lisa McPherson personally? If

you saw her you would know her?

As much as...yes...as much as many hundreds of people.
Okay. Umm...do you recall an incident that occurred
back in the latter part of November 95 into December of
95 involving Lisa McPherson?

Yes, I do.

Okay.

you assigned to Lisa McPherson?

Umm. ..you were a senior case supervisor. Were

No. I possibly should explain what my job is.
Okay.

It consists of supervising case supervisors.
Okay.
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28 Kartuzinskii' ‘Meaning they Supervise ministers, which we call
29 auditors. And these ministers perform special
30 counseling with parishioners. And so..and my job
31 consists of making sure that the case supervisors
32 do what is standard procedures in directing the
33 spiritual counseling.
34 Det. Sudler: Okay. Alright. Do You recall who Lisa’s spiritual
35 counselor was or her...who her auditor was?
36 Kartuzinski: No. There...I have to give you a bit of an idea i
37 think of how many people we deal with. Each...each
38 minister has between four and ten parishioners at any
39 given time and each case supervisor has between ten

and twenty ministers. If you multiply those numbers,

e You have a very good idea of what happens.
42 Det. Sudler: Okay. So you don’t necessarily know who a particular
43 case supervisor has under them?
44 Kartuzinski:  Exactly.
45 Det. Sudler: You just...you're...you’re more concerned with these
46 Supervisors themselves? A
47 Kartuzinski: Exactly.
48 Det. Sudler: Okay. How did you...how did you become involved
49 with Lisa McPherson at that period of time...at the
50 end of November?
51 Kartuzinski: Well, I was informed of the fact that a parishioner,
52 Lisa McPherson, had had some sort of accident and was
53 at the hospital.
54 Det. Sudler: Who informed you of that?
55 ° Kartuzinski: Someone from the security office.
56 Det. Sudler: Okay. You don'’t remember who?
Kartuzinski: I don’t recall who that was.
Det. Sudler: Okay. Were you on post at that time?
59 Kartuzinski: Oh ves.
60 Det. Sudler: Okay. And that was at 210 S. Ft. Harrison?
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61 Kartuzinski: = Yes. A
62 Det. Sudler:; Were you informed by a...a page or a phone call or
63 in person?
64 Kartuzinski: I think it was a phone call.
65 Det. Sudler: Okay. Do you have an office over there?
66 Kartuzinski: Yes.
67 Det. Sudler: Okay. And they informed You that she was involved
68 in an accident?
69 Kartuzinski: Right.
70 Det. Sudler: And at the hospital?
71 Kartuzinski: Right.
72 Det. Sudler: Okay. What happened after that?

Kartuzinski: So I looked to see if I could send some minister
.4 there...someone that could go there right away to
75 give any assistance needed. And I couldn’t find
76 anyone immediately. So I decided I would go myself.
77 So I took my car and went to the hospital.
78 Det. Sudler: Okay. Umm...does that usually occur if a parishioner
79 is involved in an accident...that...that somebody
80 from the church assists them?
81 Kartuzinski: Yeah, I would imagine we would want to...you know...
82 Det. Sudler: Okay.
83 Kartuzinski: See what is the matter...if we can help...you know.
84 Det. Sudler: Okay. Do you recall what time of day this was?
85 Kartuzinski: This was at night. I don‘t exactly what...maybe
86 between 7 and 9 1 would say would be a good guess.

87 Det. Sudler: Okay. And you went to Morton Plant Hospital?
88 Kartuzinski: Right.

89 Det. Sudler: Okay. And what happened when You arrived there?

Kartuzinski: Umm...I arrived at the reception of the emergency
area and a...a man came to me who introduced himself
92 to me. He was the employer of Lisa McPherson. -

93 Det. Sudler: Do you remember his name? o
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‘Yes. 1It’s David Slaughter.

Okay.

And he...he informed me that she was ip a...in a
room in the back. So I asked the receptionist. ..
there was three ladies there and I asked one of

them if they had...T said that I was a minister from

the church and I asked to be able to see Lisa McPherson.

And a few minutes later, she directed me to where she
was.

Okay. Umm...did You go back to where Lisa was at...
You...you saw her?

Can you describe how Lisa was when You went back there?

She was laying down but not totally laying down. Her...
her...the top of her body was sort of elevated. And she
was in a conversation with a nurse...a..a male nurse who

..oh...okay...so I came in and I told this nurse that
I was a minister from the church. I looked at Lisa and

"said hi to her and she said hi to me and smiled at me.

She was white...white...pale.

Okay.

He introduced himself to me...said he was Joe...I
don’t remember if he gave me his second name. But

I don’'t remember that I said my name either actually.
Okay.

Then he informed me that he was just...he just wanted
to continue the...asking her questions. Then Lisa
grabbed my hand, so I...you know...I held her hand as
he was asking her questions.

Do you remember what kind of questions he was asking?
Yes...yes. He was asking her questions like "What is
your name?...how old are you?...what is your address?..
where do you work?...have you taken. alcohol today or

g e kst At .
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do you take medicine or drugs?...this type of thing...
Okay.
Maybe fifteen or twenty questions. And she...she
answered. ..she answered the questions. Then at one
point she said...she told him and me that she
wanted to leave. She said "I want to leave...I want
to go to the church with him"...meaning me. He said
"That’s fine"...he said "aAll the...all the answers
you're giving me are right...but how do you explain
what you did today that you took your clothes off in
the street?" or "on the road"...I don’t know what he
said exactly. So she said something like ﬁYou're
right...this was not a rational action and I'm sorry."
She was like embarrassed. She said "I'm soxry I did
that...I think I wanted to create some effect...I’'m
sorry I did it...it’s not rational”...something to that
effect. Then she said again "But you know, I don’‘t want
to stay here...I want to go to the hotel on Ft. Harrison
with him"...meaning me..."I don’t want to stay here".
So then the nurse asked me if I could step out of the
room...that he wanted to ask her some questions with
her only there. So I...I left the room but...you know
-.-.1 stood in the...there is a corridor there...I stood
there. And maybe three or four minutes later he came
out and he told me that he saw no need to keep her
there...that she’d answered the Qquestions well.
Whatever had happened was over or whatever.
Okay. Do you remember how Lisa was acting? Did she
seem like her normal self?
She was...as I said, when I first went in there she
looked rather pale and a little upset. She looked
upset and...
Was she crying?

et e
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160 Kartuzinski: No. She was not cfying. She was...you know. . .maybe
161 embarrassed...concerned...ﬁpset...this type of thing.
162 Det. Sudler: Okay. Did she have any physical injury that you may
163 have noted?
164 Kartuzinski: I didn’t see any. I don’t recall really.
165 Det. Sudler: Alright. 1In...in your opinion, do you think that
166 she should have stayed in the hospital or....?
167 Kartuzinski: She didn’t want to stay there. That...that was
168 very clear to me. She really wanted to leave there
169 and she mentioned. . .you know{..wanting to rest and
170 relax...this type of thing.
1 Det. Sudler: Uh Huh. Did you think she was rational? _

Kartuzinski: Well, she answered all of his questions...you know. ..
-3 normally. And he thought so...you know. He said that
174 he saw no need for her to stay there.
175 Det. Sudler: Okay. So you don’t think that the hospital...you
176 know...released her unwisely or that they should have
177 kept her for more observation?
178 Kartuzinski: I don’t think So...especially if she did not want to
179 stay. She made that very clear.
180 Det. Sudler: Alright. Yet at that point you didn’t notice any
181 injuries to her body or...?
182 Kartuzinski: No.
183 Det. Sudler: Okay. Alright. Did...was anybody else present with
184 you while the nurse was asking these questions?
185 Kartuzinski: No. It was the three of us.
186 Det. Sudler: Okay.
187 Kartuzinski: The...the...excuse me...ﬁhere were two girls at the
188 entrance of the room...like there is...there was a

little reception room if You want...and there were two

*=r0 girls there.
191 Det. Sudler: And who were...who were they?
192 Kartuzinski: So one of them I didn’t know. The other one is a

P I

B s N Y




Report 95-29158
AOA/Death Investigation
Necember 6, 1995

terview With Alain Kartuzinski
_ “ay 30, 1996)

rage 7
/
193 ‘f doctor who lives around here...Jeannie.Decuypere.
194 Det. Sudler:  Jeannie Decuypere?
195 Kartuzinski: Decuypere.
196 Det. Sudler: Alright. And you don’t know who the other woman was?
197 Kartuzinski: No.
198 Det Sudler: Okay. Umm...did..what did Lisa say to you? Did she
199 give any explanation...you know...or go into any
200 detail why she took her clothes off or...?
201 Kartuzinski: No. She...she...and I didn‘t ask her any questions
202 either. She was answering the questions and it was. ..
203 you know...what'she said was she was sorry she did
N4 that and that it was irrational. But...
Det. Sudler: Did she give any reason why...I mean...she would have
,-5 these irrational behavior...was she under any pressure
207 from a relationship that might have went bad or work
208 or...?
209 Kartuzinski: I don’t...she didn’t say anything like that.
210 Det. Sudler: Okay. Did you have any knowledge of any problems in
211 her life?
212 Kartuzinski: I wouldn’t know really.
213 Det. Sudler: You...okay...she never discussed that with you?
214 Kartuzinski: No. '
215 Det. Sudler: Okay. Umm...do you know if she was...you know. ..
216 or had any problem with alcohol or drugs or any
217 medical condition?
218 Kartuzinski: I wouldn’t think so. \You know, we do not in the
219 church generally take any alcohol or drugs whatsoever.
220 Det. Sudler: Okay. Alright. But she never...this was never brought
221 to you...like to you from anybody?
Kartuzinski: No.
3 Det. Sudler: Okay. Umm...you don’t know if she had any type of
.224 - medical problems or conditions...you know. . .eating

225 disorders or a nutrition problem?
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226 Kartuzinski: No. I...what I figured at that point was that the
227 hospital was satisfied with whatever examinations
228 they’d done.
229 Det. Sudler: Okay. Were you present when Lisa signed her discharge
230 papers?
231 Kartuzinski: Uh Huh.
232 Det. Sudler: You were?
233 Kartuzinski: No. The next...the next thing that occurred was after
234 the nurse told me he saw no reason to keep her there is
235 I went back to the reception there to...I saw her
236 employer there. And I don’'t know what happened between
~7 that point and when she walked out.

Det. Sudler: Okay. She did walk out of the hospital on her own
- d power?
240 Kartuzinski: Yeah. .
241 Det. Sudler: Okay. She didn’t need to be in a wheelchair or
242 | anything like that?
243 Kartuzinski: Oh no..no..she was walking.
244 Det. Sudler: So after she got out of the hospital, what happened
245 at that point? _
246 Kartuzinski: Well, when she came out to the reception area...which
247 I would think was maybe ten minutes later...something
248 like that...I...I asked if she needed a ride. And
249 she said yes, she would appreciate a ride to the
250 Ft. Harrison Hotel. So I said "Okay, I can give you
251 a ride". And I took her to my car, which was in the
252 parking lot close by and drove her to the hotel.
253 Det. Sudler: Okay. When she got to the hotel, what happened at
254 that point?

Kartuzinsgki: Umm. ..well, I dropped her off at the hotel and she
sts got a room. I parked my car and I then asked where
257 she was. I wanted to check that she was well settled
258 and I was directed to a cabana.

And she was sitting
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on the bed and I said "Are you alright here?" and

she said "Yes".

Did she give you any reason why she wanted to go to
the church and not hbme? ‘ | )

I got the idea that she wanted to relax and rest and
be away from work or whatever. I didn’t pry.

Okay. So in the...in the drive from the hospital to
the church, she didn‘t give any reason th she wanted
to specifically go there and not home?

No, I..and I didn‘t want to ask her...you know.
Okay. '

It was fine with me that she wanted to go to the
hotel.

Did you have any conversation on that ride?

Just that...you know..."I want to go there and

rest and I...". She asked me what the music that
was playing. I had a tape in the car. This type
of, thing. It was a three minute ride...very close.
Did she... .

What tape were you playing?

I don’t remember. It was classical music.

Did she have any personal effects with her?

Not that I recall...no.

Okay. Umm...did she...you know...I guess...to check
into the hotel just like a normal...you know}..any...
any...there’s a registration desk I guess and you get
a room. Is that what she did?

Yeah. 1I'm...I dropped her down..down at the first
floor of the garage there’s a breezeway there and
some hotel staff was there. So I asked him "Could
you take her to get a room?" and I went to park my
car. o o

Okay. And she was taken I guess to the cabanas?
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She was...yeah, I imagine she was.

Okay. Umm..you went there later to talk to her that
night?

Yes...well, just ten minutes later.

Ten minutes later...okay. Do you remember where...
what room she was in or where she was at?

"It was a cabana. The Ft. Harrison has cabanas

bordering the pool.

And how was Lisa’s demeanor at that point when you
talked to her?

I'm sorry?

Or her atti...how was her attitude...was she...?
She looked more relaxed at that point. I truly
think she just wanted to stay there more than
anything else. She just wanted to relax.

So she was more relaxed?

Yes.

Was anybody with her?.

I don't recall. There may have been one person there.

I was in and out in a one minute period...just checking
"Are you okay here?"..."Yes".

Do you know if Lisa asked anybody to get any clothes
for her or anything from her home that she might need?
I don’t know that actually.

She didn’t ask you?

No.

Umm. . .did you see Lisa anymore while she was staying
at the cabanas?

No. After that, I...you know...after I left her, I
went back to my office and I called the medical
liaison office and asked whoever answered the phone
to check on Lisa and see if she needed anything.

Okay. Who was the medical liaisoh officer that time?
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325 Do you remember?
326 Kartuzinski:; I don’t remember but there’s several girls that work
327 in the area.
328 Det. Sudler: Okay. And you just called the office and asked for...
329 for someone to check on Lisa.
330 Kartuzinski: Someone to...right...to give some assistance.
331 Det. Sudler: Did you ever follow up on that?
332 Kartuzinski: The...I would think maybe three or four days later
333 I met one of the medical liaison officers and asked
334 her for some information.
335 Det. Sudler: Do you remember who that was?
236 Kartuzinski: I think it was Janis Johnson or the spanish girl.
I don’t...I'm not sure. '

--d Det. Sudler: Okay. Umm...what did they say to you?
339 Kartuzinski: Uh...that she had a bit of trouble eating and
340 sleeping also not too well the first two...two or
341 three days but that it was better now.
342 Det. Sudler: Okay. And this was about three days after...?
343 Kartuzinski: Three or four days maybe.
344 Det. Sudler: Three or four days after. So that gave you an
345 indication that she...that she was improving?
346 Kartuzinski: Yes...yeah, that she...you know...I took it as
347 okay, she’s getting what she needed here. . .some
348 rest. ‘
349 Det. Sudler: Alright. Umm...as far as any other notifications
350 that you made to anybédy other than the medical
351 office, was there anybody else that you notified
352 about Lisa’s condition?
353 Kartuzinski: No.

Det. Sudler: Okay. You didn’t talk to any family members or...
NS or any of her friends or any...anybody like that?-
356 Kartuzinski: No. | | |
357 Det. Sudler: Okay. Would it be normal fdr‘a...a minister or an
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358 =" "auditor to intervene at this point? Would ydu...
359 © - would you have had somebody come there to...you
360 | know. .obviously she was having some problems...
361 would you have somebody come there to counsel
362 them or to try to give them support?
363 Kartuzinski: Oh, absolutely. This is the normal thing to do.
364 Det. Sudler: Okay. Then was anybody assigned to her at that
365 point?
366 Kartuzinski: Oh...you mean once in the hotel?
367 Det. Sudler: Yeah, in the hotel.
368 Kartuzinski: Oh no...no...she made it very clear that all she
269 wanted to do was just be there and rest.

Det. Sudler: Okay. '
- a Kartuzinski: She didn‘t ask for any processing.
372 Det. Sudler: 'Okay. So nobody came in and assisted her?
373 Kartuzinski: No.
374 Det. Sudler: Okay. Umm...do you recall...did you have any
375 contact with Lisa after you spoke to the medical
376 - liaison officer?
377 Kartuzinski: No. The last...the last time I saw her was when
378 I checked on her.

379 Det. Sudler: Okay.
380 Kartuzinski: That night. ‘
381 Det. Sudler: Alright. And you didn’t see her any other time.

382 How did you find out about her...her death?
383 Kartuzinski: Janis told me that actually...Janis Johnson.
384 Det. Sudler: Okay. Do you remember when?
385 Kartuzinski: The same night later...a few hours later.
386 Det. Sudler: Were you aware that she went to the hospital?
) Kartuzinski: Yes, I was aware of that.

et Det. Sudler: Okay. That night?

389 Kartuzinski: Yes.

390 Det. Sudler: Okay.
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391 Kartuzinski:* Just before actually.

392 Det. Sudler:- Okay. Who...how did you find out about that?

393 Kartuzinski: Well, sometime that afternoon or evening I was

394 notified that there was some sort of medical

395 difficulty. So I had someone in my office call

396 or place a message..a beep to the medical liéison

397 office to...

398 Det. Sudler: Do you recall who called your office and said that

399 Lisa had medical problem?

400 Kartuzinski: No...I...I think my assistant mentioned it to me.

401 Det. Sudler: And your...who’s your assistant?

402 Kartuzinski: Lacey.

Det. Sudler: Lacey...?

- Kartuzinski: Spencer.

405 Det. Sudler: Lacey Spencer. Did she mention to you that Lisa had
406 a medical problem?

407 Kartuzinski: She brought me a note or some sort of message...

408 something like that. _

409 Det. Sudler: Okay. Do you know how that note originated. . .where
410 it came from?

411 Kartuzinski: Uh Uh.

412 Det. Sudler: Okay. So at this point you called the...?

413 Kartuzinski: So I called for some...some of the...one of them...
414 I called for an officer to check into this.

415 Det. Sudler: Okay.

416 Kartuzinski: And so later that day...that evening...Janis Johnson
417 came to my office and she told me that she...this Lisa
418 had some infection that she was worried about. And she
419 asked to-use the phone and she...she called the doctor.

Det. Sudler: Okay. What time did you receive that message that Lisa

\yzL had a medical problem? Was that earlier that day or...?
422 Kartuzinski: ‘Yeah. I do not recall exactly. Maybe two or three
423 hours before that point. o

?
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424 Det. Sudler:i Okay. Was it the afternoon or the morning?
425 Kartuzinski: Oh, it was definitely in the afternoon.
426 Det. Sudler: Okay. Alright. So Dr. Johnson I guess was calling
427 from your office to Dr. Minkoff?
428 Kartuzinski: To a doctor...yes.
429 Det. Sudler: Okay. Alright. Did you hear any part of that
430 conversation?
431 Kartuzinski: Well, she mentioned that she felt she had a big
432 infection and asked...you know...what...what should
433 we do about this. And the...I guess he acknowledged
434 that something should be done. With the description
435 she used some words I didn’t fully understand but
she looked worried. And she hung up and told me that

o/ she was gonna take Lisa to Dr. Minkoff.
438 Det. Sudler: Okay. Umm...did you go down and see Lisa or anything?
439. Kartuzinski: No. '
440 Det. Sudler: Okay. So you hadn’t been in the room since the time
441 that you checked on her?
442 Kartuzinski: No. ‘
443 Det. Sudler: Okay. And then I gquess...what happened after that?
444 Kartuzinski: So she left in a hurry from my office. And then
445 four or five hours later she reported to me that
446 Lisa had died upon arriving at the hospital.
447 Det. Sudler: Did she give'you any indication of what...what killed
448 her...why she died?
449 Kartuzinski: I don’t remember if it was then or the next day that
450 she mentioned meningitis as probable illness.
451 Det. Sudler: Janis mentioned that to you?
452 Kartuzinski: Uh Huh. _

Det. Sudler: Did you have any contact or arrangements with the
51 family or made any notifications about her death?
455 Kartuzinski: Oh no.
456 Det. Sudler: Okay. What activities did you takevpart.in after
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457 ‘that...anything...you know...with Lisa’s...you

458 know...?

459 Kartuzinski: No.

460 Det. Sudler: What about her room? Did she have any effects in
461 the room that were moved...any personal items?

462 Kartuzinski: I have no knowledge of that.

463 Det. Sudler: Okay. Do you know who would be responsible for

464 like cleaning out her room or...you know....?

465 Kartuzinski: The...the hotel...you know...has maids and

466 such.

467 Det. Sudler: The maids...okay. Umm...so at the...so at Lisa’'s
“68 ' request, she was pretty much you say left alone

during this period of time?

w.J Kartuzinski: I imagine.

471 Det. Sudler: Umm. ..we had...you know...have interviewed...you

472 know...several people in...in this investigation.
473 And we’'re just trying to look at...you know...the
474 period of time...you know...between Lisa’s accident
475 and what happened. And we understood that...you

476 know...from talking to people at the church...you
477 know. . .with regard to psychiatry and psychiétric

478 medicine...they don’t particularly use that...they’re
479 ...YOu know...there’s other things and other methods
480 that the church uses other than the psychiatric ,
481 profession. And one thing...apparently Lisa did have
482 some type of...you know...nervous breakdown or this
483 type incident..you know. She disrobed after a traffic
484 accident, which is not normal behavior. And one of
485 the things our investigation revealed...that an

introspection rundown would be something. Did Lisa

el request that or ask to take part in that?
.488 B. Johnson: Where...this isn’t an answer but where...I don't
489 remember this. I mean...it came up Yesterday for
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‘the first time on this...on the introspection rundown.

It...it didn't come from any of the individuals here.
We talked to a lot of people...you
know...on...on

the case. And that’s what I'm just wondering...

if from what I understand...if you did have some type

of breakdown...that that might be something...did

Lisa request that or was she...you know. ..part of

any of that?

No. Lisa..she wanted to rest..she wanted to...

You’re not aware of any...anything that she would’ve
been involved in that would’ve been strenuous to her
physically or anything like that?

No, not at all.

During that period of weeks that she was at the hotel,
did you see her out and about...you know...at the

pool or anything like that?

No.

In any of the restaurants?

No. But then again I'm very busy in my own office.
Okay.

I didn’t happen to see her.

Okay. Umm...I understand that, when she first arrived
there, she got somewhat combative and had I guess little
seizures..that type of thing.
Uh Uh.

You didn’‘t hear about that.

Did you hear about that?

Any questions?

-3y 30, 1996)
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523 Det. Carrasqg: No.
524 Det. Sudler: Okay. I don’t have anymore questions. I guess this
525 does it. Okay. The time is 1140 hours. I’'m
526 concluding the tape now.
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